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What should I already know? 

• Animals can be grouped into lots of different 

ways based upon their characteristics  

• Vertebrates can be separated into five broad 

groups:  

Vertebrates Invertebrates 

Mammals 
Fish 
Birds 
Reptiles 
Amphibians 

Insects  
Spiders 
Worms 
Slugs and Snails 

• Children can use classification keys to help 
group, identify and name a variety of living 
things 

Vocabulary 

• Asexual reproduction- One parent is 
needed to create an offspring, which is an 
exact copy of the parent  

• Fertilise- The action of fusing the male 
and female sex cells in order to develop 
an egg 

• Gestation- The length of a pregnancy 

• Life Cycle- The journey of changes that 
take place throughout the life of a living 
thing including birth, growing up and 
reproduction  

• Metamorphosis- An abrupt and obvious 
change in the structure of an animal’s 
body and their behaviour 

• Pollination- The transfer of pollen to a 
stigma to allow fertilisation  

• Reproduction- The process of new 
living things being made  

• Sexual reproduction- Two parents are 
needed to make offspring which are 
similar but not identical to either parent  

 

 
 

What am I going to learn? 

 

 

 

 

Investigations 

We will be comparing 
 life cycles of different 
 animals using real 
 chicken eggs! 

 
 
 


