
 

 

 

Subject: Science 

Topic: Evolution and Inheritance Year: 6 Strand: Biology 
 

 

What should I already know? 

This unit builds on the children’s learning from the Year 3 
Rocks unit as well as the Animals including Humans and 

Living Things and their Habitats units. As such, it is 
important that children have the appropriate 

understanding of fossils, habitats and human development 
in order to grasp the concepts and ideas presented to 

them in these lessons. 

Vocabulary  

 

Offspring: the young animal or plant that is 
produced by the reproduction of that species. 
 
Inheritance: this is when characteristics are passed 
on to offspring from their parents. 
 

Variations: the differences between individuals 
within a species.  
 
Characteristics: the distinguishing features or 
qualities that are specific to a species.  
 
Adaptation: an adaptation is a trait (or 
characteristics) changing to increase a living thing’s 
chances of surviving and reproducing. 
 
Habitat: refers to a specific area of place in which 
particular animals and plants can live. 
 
Environment: an environment contains many 
habitats and include areas where there are both 
living and non-living things.  
 
Evolutions: adaptations over a very long time.  
 
Natural selection: the process where organisms 
that are better adapted to their enciroment tend to 
survive and produce more offspring.  
 
Fossils: the remains or imprint of a prehistoric 
plant of animal, embedded in rock and preserved.  
Adaptive traits: genetric features that help a living 
thing to survive.  
 
Inherited traits: these are traits you get from your 
parents. Within a family, you will often see similar 
traits, e.g. curly hair.  
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What am I going to learn? 

 

 

 

Websites 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/our-

science/collections/palaeontology-collections.html 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/home-of-

charles-darwin-down-house/things-to-do/ 
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